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Summary of Content

• Celebrate
• Discover
• Plan
• Call to Action



Happy Birthday
to

Mayla Yoder!!!

We wish you many more!



What We’ve Accomplished…

• Generated plan for the house
• Acquired site and broke ground
• Obtained funding
• Built the house; completed apartment
• Added artifacts 
• Shared the house with the public



And How Did We Do That?

• Creating
• Planning/Organizing
• Cooperating
• Fund-raising
• Volunteering
• Sharing
• Believing



The hardest work is behind us!

The skills and behaviors we used 
to get here are all we need to 

continue the mission!



What remains to be done?



The Constitution of the House of Yoder, Inc.
Adopted April 13, 1995

II. The Purpose
A.  Encourage and implement collection, 
preservation and organization of 
worldwide Yoder historical material and 
artifacts and display them in a pleasing 
fashion for present and future 
generations to enjoy.



Our Purpose cont’d

B.  To provide a forum to share discoveries of 
the origins, genealogy, and history of the 
Yoder family.



Our Purpose cont’d

C.  To sponsor research in the genealogy,  
migrations and locations of the Yoder 
family as well as their lifestyles, values and 
personalities.



Our Purpose cont’d

D.  To encourage the writing and publishing 
of Yoder family materials.



Our Purpose cont’d

E.  To build and operate the Yoder House as 
the headquarters for the purposes stated 
above.



Our Purpose cont’d

F.  To set up an endowment fund for the 
Yoder House.



Our Purpose cont’d

G.  To sponsor tours to Yoder locations such 
as Berks County, PA, Germany, Alsace and 
Switzerland



Moving Forward

• Add to our collection of history
• Engage the next generations in our 

mission
• Encourage local interest and support
• Raise funds to ensure the future
• Broaden our presence – regionally, 

nationally and globally





Genealogy Lab











2008 Challenge #1

• Develop your genealogy skills while adding 
to our history
–Document your Yoder family tree
–Forward via email or postal service to Gerald 

Yoder
–Provide permission for the lineage to be 

entered in the genealogy software application 
that resides at the House of Yoder



2008 Challenge #2

• Write your story
–Have your siblings, children and grandchildren 

write a story about you
–Write one about them
–Send your story via mail or email to me
– Include a photo if you’d like
–Give your permission to publish them



Funding Operations

• Grow the membership
• Raise funds
• Look for private funding sources



2008 Challenge #3

• Grow the membership
– Identify a Yoder who isn’t already a member
–Talk to them about the organization and its 

purpose
–Encourage them to join by providing them 

with a membership form
– If all else fails, give them a year’s membership 

as a gift!



Regional Fundraising

• In the Region
–Sponsor a spelling bee at the House
–Rent the House for community use
–Host genealogy workshops and storytelling 

events
–Hold an Open House for a Yoder artist
–Make the annual meeting an anniversary 

dinner



National Fundraising

• Sponsor another Yoder reunion
• Sell items of interest on the internet
• Follow-up visitor logs, reunion attendees
• Identify Yoder business around the country 

and solicit their support



Think Globally

• What are our connections with Joder, 
Yotter, Jotter around the world?

• How do we find them?
• How do we involve them in our project?



Spreading Our Story

•Dialogue
•Press Releases
• Internet



Website Home Page



About Us



Photo Gallery



For Sale



Call to Action

• Reengage
–Spread the word; add to the membership
–Lead or join a fund-raising effort
–Devote some time to Yoder research
– Identify Yoders across the country and 

around the world 



“What will these stones mean?”

Questions?

Thanks for your attention!
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